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International approaches to wetland conservation
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is cultivated - o

More land was converted to cropland in the 30 years after 1950
than in the 150 years between-1700 and 1850

Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
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extensively than in any comparable period of time in human history. This has

resulted in a substantial and largely irreversible loss in the diversity of life on
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Unprecedented change to Ecosyste
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reefs were lost and 20%
degraded in the last several

14 000

12 000

decades
. 35% of mangrove area has .
been lost in the last several 8000
decades 6000,
- Amount of water in .
reservoirs quadrupled since -
1960
. Withdrawals from rivers and 1900 1920 1940 1900 1980 2000

lakes doubled since 1960 Intercepted Continental Runoff: 3-6 times as much
water in reservoirs as in natural rivers
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substantial net gains in human welkbeing and economic development, but
these gains have been achieved at growing costs in the form of the degradatic

of many ecosystem services. These problems, unless addressed, will
substantially diminish the benefits that future generations obtain from
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Driver's impact on biodiversity
over the last century
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Driver's current trends

Decreasing impact | \

1
Continuing impact | —

Increasing impact | A
Very rapid increase ?
of the impact | Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
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Lake Uromiyeh Basin, Iran
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