
This is what happens when you ignore soil conservation!
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The soil conservation challenge and win-

wins for fragmented landscapes.
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Sustainable agri-ecosystems closely linked to 

conservation and management of soil biodiversity

ÅConvention on Biological Diversity at 6th meeting in 

Nairobi April 2002 decided (decision VI/5, paragraph 13) 

"to establish an International Initiative for the 

Conservation and Sustainable Use of Soil Biodiversity as 

a cross-cutting initiative within the programme of work on 

agricultural biodiversityò ïnow adopted by FAO and 

member countries.

http://www.biodiv.org/decisions/default.asp?lg=0&dec=VI/5
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Most agricultural grassland soils are compacted/ 

structurally damaged and have impeded drainage



Major problem ? 
Poor soil structure linked to reduced abundance /availability of food for birds 
earthworms, leatherjackets, wireworms, ground beetles, sawflies, plant bugs

Headline indicator for sustainable development in the UK

�‡reverse the long -term decline in the numbers of farmland birds by 2020  


