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1. Climate change and the challenges

Å Increasing temperatures

Å Increasing storminess

ÅRisk of summer droughts

Å Flooding

ÅErosion



Challenge 1: major national events



Challenge 2: intermittent local events



Challenge 3: erosion event, Otter Valley      

December 2008



Drought and erosion in Tenerife



Historic erosion in Galway, Eire



2. Possible solutions

ÅóUpstream thinkingô

ÅKeep soil, peat and fertilizers on the land

ÅSlow down water release and run-off

ÅEncourage more wetlands, buffer strips and 

areas for biodiversity

ÅSupport viability of land use

ÅDevelop a reward for ófarming clean waterô 
ïeco-system services



3. Full scale trials

ÅMoorland rewetting implemented on 
Exmoor to restore 250 Ha of peat

ÅReduced erosion, better flood control, 
wetted peat captures carbon, habitat and 
biodiversity gains

ÅCSF techniques implemented by 
Westcountry Rivers Trust above Upper 
Tamar Lake

Å 15 farms supported and improved



Tamar Lake catchment improvements

Before: erosion by livestock, sediment deposition into stream

After: fencing installed to make a formalised drinking point



Tamar Lake catchment improvements

Before: slurry lagoon with leakage into stream and lake

After: pre-cast solid walls fitted to ensure no slurry escapes


